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Abstract: 

People of each Arab country have compiled dictionaries that collect colloquial words with 

classical origins. This type of dictionaries is known as Colloquialization dictionaries, including 

Dictionary of Algerian Colloquialism by Mohamed Bouzouaoui. This dictionary selects examples of 

Algerian colloquial words and traces them back to their origins in the classical language. Like all 

dictionaries, it relied on several evidences of the meanings of the entries it chose, the first of which 

was popular poetry, which depicts the daily life of Algerians and shows the association of their 

vernacular with the classical language and the derivation of the origins of its words from it, so this 

research seeks to show the place of popular poetry in this dictionary and the author's approach to 

citing it; To highlight the role of popular poetry in the creation of ''Slang dictionaries''. 
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